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Big Band Intensive Workshop Application John Clayton, Artistic Director and Band Leader September 17-20, 2009
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  JUNE 26
Philosophy of the workshop Using the model that has been established by the classic, historic big bands, the Workshop Big Band will be comprised of soloists whose voices are honed to collectively produce a unique sound.  Duke Ellington, Woody Herman, Count Basie, Thad Jones-Mel Lewis et al, were all bands comprised of musicians who could improvise.  This successful formula will be explored in our workshop .  
Name  __________________________________________________________
Cell or day phone_________________  Home phone ___________________
Email __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City ____________________________  State _____ Zip code _____________
Instrument:  ___Trumpet      ___Trombone    ___Piano   ___Bass   ___Drums   ___Guitar
Saxes—Put a “1” by your first choice, and “2” or “3” by others you’d be willing to play:
___Alto   ___Tenor   ___Bari    
Do you double on (check if yes)   ___Flute   ___Clarinet
* * * * * * * * * * *
Please answer the following:
How many years have you played your instrument?  ____
What kind(s) of playing have you been doing in the past year, i.e. big band, small combo, individual practice . . . ?

How often have you been playing in the past year (i.e. number of times per week or month)?  ____ per ________
How well do you sight read?   ___Not very well   ___Medium   ___Well
Are you comfortable improvising?  ___Not really   ___Moderately   ___Yes
How fluent are you with scales and arpeggios?  ___Know a few   ___Know most of them   ___Solid on all of them
What do you hope to gain from this workshop?  (Improve improvisation, reading, chance to play with others, etc.)
* * * * * * * * * * * *
Application and Notification
This workshop is designed for experienced players looking for concentrated experience playing in a big band.  We’ll have just one band this year, and will be accepting only enough players to fill it.
Deadline for this application is June 26, 2009.  A $100 deposit is due with your application.  If we’re not able to accept you your deposit will be refunded.
thYou will be notified of acceptance by July 10.  For those who are accepted, payment in full is due August 3rd. If you are not accepted you will get a full refund of your deposit.
Audition Information
Submitting Your Audition .  You must first register.  After doing so, you will receive an instructional email that includes a log in and password for a folder at box.net.  Follow instructions carefully and remember to upload your audition mp3 file and required .txt audition form to your box.net folder no later than June 26, 2009.  To save your audition form as a .txt file go to your “File” menu, then “Save As,” then in the “Save As Type” box choose “Plain Text.”
For your audition, please record one tune you feel demonstrates your abilities.  Play the head once and improvise one or two choruses, ending with the head once again.  You’re encouraged to play with accompaniment, but this is not mandatory.
Tips on creating MP3 files for submitting your audition.
If you’re not quite sure what this means, don’t worry.  It’s not as complicated as it sounds!
First you’ll need to create a digital recording of your audition.  There are lots of good programs you can download for free that will make this easy for you to do this on your computer.  One of our favorites is Audacity, available at http://audacity.sourceforge.net, 

which will record you in MP3 format.  Additionally, there are a number of other devices for making digital recordings, such as minidisc recorders, etc.
Using a good microphone IS important.  Without one you can’t make a good recording.  You don’t need to spend a lot of money, but if you don’t have one it would be a good investment (or you can borrow one).  If the mic doesn’t come with a plug that matches your computer mini jack or USB port you can get an adapter at Radio Shack, Best Buy or another electronics store.
Start by placing the mic c. 6 - 8 feet away from you, or possibly more if you’re playing with other people.  Experiment with different placements to see what sounds the best.  Remember, you need to be clearly heard—it’s YOUR audition!
If you are using Audacity, then you are done. Save your MP3 file and upload it to our box.net site per the instructions you’ll receive when you register.
If your recording device and/or software hasn’t already saved your audition as an MP3 file (ending in .mp3) you’ll need to save it in that format. Label your file as follows, using capital letters as follows; Lastname-Firstname-Instrument-1.mp3 (ArmstrongLouis-Trumpet-1.mp3).   If you already have Windows Media Player on your computer it will automatically create MP3’s for you. 
Once you’ve registered and received an email from us asking you to upload your audition to box.net you’ll be ready to go.  Congratulations!
